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why I believe we should consider week-
end voting. 

Mr. President, I recognize a change of 
this magnitude may take some time. 
But the many questions raised by our 
last election have given us a unique op-
portunity to reassess all aspects of vot-
ing in America. We finally have the 
momentum to accomplish real reform. 
How much lower should our citizens’ 
confidence plummet before we adapt 
and create a more ‘‘consumer-friendly’’ 
polling system? How much more should 
voting turnout decline before we real-
ize we need a change? 

Weekend voting will not solve all of 
this democracy’s problems, but it is a 
commonsense approach for adapting 
this grand democratic experiment of 
the 18th century to the American fam-
ily’s lifestyle of the 21st century. 

I am pleased that the Senate saw fit 
to adopt our amendment and I am 
looking forward to hearing the views of 
the new Election Administration Com-
mission on this matter. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period for morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
not to exceed 5 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ENERGY POLICY 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, later 
this week I hope we will move on to 
our energy bill on which all of us have 
worked for so long, certainly recog-
nizing that energy policy is one of the 
most important issues we will consider 
this year. Although we have the pres-
sure of other bills—campaign reform 
and so on—I hope we move, as was 
promised, to energy later on this week 
so that we can move forward. 

We need this policy out there. The 
President has put forth a policy. The 
House has passed a policy. We need to 
deal with the situation with regard to 
oil and gas, and of course the oppor-
tunity to increase our production do-
mestically so we are not as reliant as 
we have become on foreign imports. We 
need to look, obviously, to a balanced 
bill and different energy sources such 
as renewables. We need to do more re-
search in terms of coal, and clean coal, 
and using those resources which we 
have in abundance. 

We haven’t yet really, it seems to 
me, defined where we want to go, par-
ticularly with the electric component 
of energy, but I have to tell you that I 
think it is very important. People are 
certainly touched as much by electric 
energy as any other source. The issue 
to a large extent is transmission and 
transportation. 

As we develop more and more oppor-
tunities to generate electricity, it has 
to be moved where the market is. Of 
course, selfishly, in my State, an en-
ergy-producing State, the problem is 

being able to move that energy to 
where the markets are. 

I hope we will try to get together to 
act. I am afraid we are going to get all 
wrapped up in Enron, and so on, which 
has very little to do, frankly, with the 
energy aspect of it. But we can take a 
long look at that and take action that 
will help us more efficiently use those 
energies that are available. 

f 

HADASSAH INTERNATIONAL’S 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, we are 
all, by now, too familiar with reports 
of cowardly terrorist attacks in the 
streets of Jerusalem. With each of 
these terrible attacks, we also hear 
amazing stories of heroism. 

I recently read a powerful account of 
the health care professionals who cared 
for the victims of the bombings on Ben 
Yehudah Street last December. It was 
written by Barbara Sofer, and it fea-
tured the work of the doctors and 
nurses of the Hadassah Hospital in Je-
rusalem who saved the lives of dozens 
of young people under the most trying 
circumstances. 

Two things were clear from the ac-
count. First, the contributions of Ha-
dassah members make an undeniable 
difference in improving lives around 
the world. Second, in our international 
war against terrorism, the compassion 
and dedication personified in Hadassah 
will defeat terrorists whose only inter-
est is destruction. 

Today Hadassah celebrates 90 years 
of excellence in health care and social 
justice. Hadassah started as a move-
ment to bring health care to a poor 
people in a troubled land. It has be-
come much, much more. Hadassah has 
energized women for nine decades. It 
helped build modern Israel. It has cre-
ated world-renowned medical and edu-
cation institutions in Israel, which pro-
vide trained medical experts not only 
for Israel, but for countries the world 
over. In fact, Hadassah-trained health 
professionals have responded to health 
care crises in Rwanda and Bosnia. 

We have felt the impact of its excel-
lent work right here in America, as 
well, on issues of concern to women 
and to the American Jewish commu-
nity. Hadassah has over 300,000 mem-
bers in 1500 chapters across our Nation, 
and its work has benefitted Americans 
of all backgrounds. 

We are reminded day in and day out 
that there are forces who want to de-
stroy Israel, weaken America and de-
stabilize the world. But Israel is more 
secure, America stronger, and the 
world more stable because of the work 
of Hadassah. It is only fitting, there-
fore, that we celebrate Hadassah Inter-
national’s 90 years of excellence. 

I extend my congratulations to 
Bonnie Lipton, National President of 
Hadassah, and the women who serve on 
the Hadassah Foundation’s Board of 
Directors. To each of them, and to each 
of the 300,000 members in this country, 
I say, thank you. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, this 
month, Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, will celebrate 
its 90th Anniversary. Hadassah is a 
unique organization, which has distin-
guished itself in many arenas over 
nearly a century. With priorities that 
range from women’s advocacy to devel-
opmental health care, Hadassah has 
consistently made significant contribu-
tions around the globe. 

I take great pride in the Balti-
morean, Henrietta Szold, who founded 
Hadassah in 1912. Henrietta Szold was a 
remarkable woman, a person not only 
of high principles, great intelligence 
and inexhaustible energy, but someone 
with the rare and precious ability to 
translate principles into reality. It was 
she who set out for Jerusalem in 1918 
with staff and supplies for a 50-bed hos-
pital. Today that hospital is known as 
the Hadassah Medical Organization in 
Jerusalem; it cares annually for more 
than 600,000 patients, sets standards for 
excellence in health care, teaching and 
research both in Israel and around the 
world, and opens its doors to everyone 
in need. 

Henrietta Szold’s greatest contribu-
tion may not have been her own devo-
tion to her community, but the frame-
work she instituted for Hadassah mem-
bers under which they could carry on 
the principles that inspired her—serv-
ice, generosity of spirit, human kind-
ness, and commitment. Hadassah mem-
bers have acted on these principles, 
over the past nine decades turning Ha-
dassah into the largest women’s group 
and largest Jewish membership organi-
zation in the United States, with near-
ly 1,650 chapters and a membership of 
over 300,000. 

In Baltimore alone, Hadassah has 
contributed to health education and 
community outreach through a number 
of award-winning programs. These in-
clude Check it Out, a program to in-
crease breast cancer awareness and 
prevention; Act Against Osteoporosis, 
a campaign to teach prevention and 
promote the early detection of 
osteoporosis; Prostate Cancer Aware-
ness Program, a program to educate 
men about early detection and aware-
ness of prostate cancer; and the 5K 
Race for Research, an annual race for 
breast and prostate cancer research. 
Hadassah has also contributed greatly 
to education and advocacy in Balti-
more through programs like Reach Out 
and Read, a program in which volun-
teers read aloud to children in the pedi-
atric offices at Sinai Hospital, Read, 
Write, Now! an elementary school tu-
toring program, and Lunch and Learn, 
a weekly women’s study group. Balti-
more Hadassah also offers a number of 
programs for Jewish youth, including 
Al Galgalim (Training Wheels), Wheel-
ing On and Young Judaea, exceptional 
programs designed to foster an interest 
and devotion to Zionism and Jewish 
heritage. 

The welcome evidence of Hadassah’s 
efforts is everywhere around us. The 
work of Hadassah has contributed very 
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